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BEE HEALTH & DISEASE RECOGNITION
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I wrote last month that it was a strange start to the season and it continues to be so. I have never known bees prepare to 
swarm so much when the weather is poor as I have this year, so much so that I have had to alter the wording in a draft 
bee improvement book I am part way through writing. In the odd day or part day bees are able to fly they are bringing 
in enough to maintain themselves, but the situation varies widely with some colonies just surviving and others with a 
couple of full supers. Some sites seem to be doing well, yet others short distances away aren’t. I guess for many there 
won’t be an early crop from oil seed rape and this has a mixed reception. Some could do without it but others need it to 
supply customers in case they run out before they harvest the main crop.

I had hoped the bees would draw out brood comb on the OSR in order to provide good combs to do some comb 
changing later in the season, but the weather has put paid to that. This is a pity because we have some combs that are 
older than I would like. I would much rather use drawn comb than foundation in a brood box because you get much 
better combs. Conditions need to be right for bees to draw out foundation well, too much nectar coming in and the 
bees extend the food cells of adjacent combs, too little and they don’t work it but chew it or cover it with propolis and 
when the flow starts again they build on it badly.

Several of us have taken calls recently that have either been answered at recent meetings, put in recent newsletters 
or are on our website. We don’t mind answering queries at all, but the summer is usually very hectic and it is a little 
annoying to be asked a question that has already been covered elsewhere. That is the reason it is put there in the first 
place. Please look at the website to see what is there and make mental notes. If you think anything should be added 
then please let me know. Storing information is now so easy and when I see something interesting I file it away. Just ask 
yourself if you did that with the item on queen cells I wrote last month.

Despite the poor weather where we have had to abandon the practical side of some apiary meetings and cancel a couple 
of preliminary sessions we have been successful in implementing plan B, or in some cases C and D as well. There will 
always be something to talk about even if we sit under a shelter and cuddle up to each other. The Preliminary sessions 
are going well with several potentially good beekeepers coming through to the Beginners group at scheduled meetings. 
In order to get continuity and make us successful into the future we need a regular flow of new beekeepers. We 
welcome them and hope they enjoy learning beekeeping with us.

I will be away from 4-13 June so please don’t try to contact me. I will be in Austria’s Ziller Valley doing some walking 
and hopefully seeing the summer flowers. Meg and Nell will be staying behind because they don’t like flying with 
EasyJet. If anyone would like to clean and tidy my house when I’m away I would be happy for them to do so. There will 
be just enough time, but you will have to bring your own equipment. I will leave the key under the roof of the third hive 
from the left, but please book with John Glover first.

PATTERSON IN PRINT

Roger



EXTRACTING EQUIPMENT

Book Review.
“Keeping Bees” by Pam Gregory & Claire Waring

This is one of the better of a recent flurry of beekeeping books. The layout is good and it is easy to find what you want. 
I think the beekeeping content is largely sound but as with most books there are a few howlers, including explaining an 
artificial swarm twice, both with different versions. In some instances I don’t think the description of operations have 
been given enough information, which could lead to failure by someone who follows instructions rather than has basic 
knowledge and understanding of what should be achieved.
There are some topics included such as encouraging beginners to assess their colonies and use this information to 
improve their bees, and that early crosses between pure races are often bad tempered. I welcomed this because they are 
very important and rarely found in print. There is a small section on non-standard hives such as the top bar and Warr´e 
without getting into the usual pro and anti arguments.
Throughout the book there are “Top Tips” and “Did You Know?” features. I found these took me away from the flow of 
the main text. Some are useful and I felt would be better included in the text and others were useless information that 
was a distraction.

There are lots of photographs, some very useful but others seem irrelevant to the accompanying text and are rather 
meaningless without captions. Some were taken in the UK and in ordinary apiaries rather than the usual pristine hives 
on closely mown lawns. This gave me the impression that real and experienced beekeepers were involved. However, 
there are some that were clearly taken abroad and I think that is a great pity. One shows a straight line of 16 coloured 
hives in a row with little space in between.

Despite my few reservations I think this is a very useful book that will help a beginner in their early stages. I question 
how long some of the information will stay relevant, but at the moment I would be happy to recommend it to a non-
beekeeper or one who has just started.

The Division’s extractor and associated equipment is available for loan. If you wish to “book” anything, please 

contact me by Email glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com .

To avoid disappointment, please book well ahead of your requirements.

Equipment will be loaned for a maximum duration of 3 days at any one time, and it will be necessary for it to 

be collected and returned to my home address in Loxwood, unless otherwise agreed.

Equipment available:-

3 frame extractor

Heated uncapping tray and knife

50kg bottling tank with strainer

John



WELCOME

New Members 

A warm welcome to the following members who have joined recently:

Tim Morley (Pulborough)
Stefan Sokolowski (Greyshot)
Robin Shepheard (Slinfold)
Tracey Poulton, Richard and Anthony (Billingshurst)

Happy Beekeeping!

ADVANCE INFORMATION

Wisborough Green Honey Show
August 27th – Bank Holiday Monday

The WG Honey Show will be held again this August Bank Holiday at the Wisborough Green Horticultural Show.  

For those who are new to the group and do not yet have bees, don’t feel left out, as there are classes for cooks, 

photographers, gardeners and youngsters, that you can enter.  If have your own bees, there will be classes for honey, 

wax and mead, and a novice class for those new to beekeeping.   The Schedule will be included with next month’s 

newsletter, together with a few Hints and Tips on showing hive products!

Caroline



APIARY SALES

As before we will have good supplies of frames, foundation and other essentials for sale at Apiary meetings this year.  A 
full price list is included in the newsletter.

Prices from other suppliers tend to have risen, and foundation in particular has become a lot more expensive. However, 
I am pleased to say that due to careful buying we are holding prices for frames and foundation at the same level as for 
several past years.  This means that for foundation we are about 10% cheaper than other sources, which we hope is 
appreciated by members.

Please remember that meetings are very busy and there may not be time to supply you unless you have emailed your 
requirements to me in advance on stone.house@btinternet.com

Tom

PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

Members will be aware that we have a stock of protective clothing for use at the Apiary.  We try to have available tunics/
veils in a range of sizes, and a selection of leather gloves for use by beginners who do not yet have the confidence to 
handle bees with bare hands.

Due to the large number of people we have been training in recent years, our clothing has had a lot of use, and is 
sometimes handled less carefully than it might be.  Together with the occasional wet day (requiring drying) and mouse 
attack (requiring mending); this causes a lot of wear and tear.  As well as the work for volunteers it is a cost for the 
Division.

We are very happy to provide this equipment for use by those who have not yet taken the plunge into beekeeping, but 
it seems timely to remind everyone that once you have made the decision to have bees of your own you should obtain 
you own protective clothing, and bring this with you to use at apiary meetings.  Of course Division stock will always be 
available in emergency, and for those not ready to take the plunge.

I should also remind you that while bee suits may be brought to the apiary and used there (they should be clean 
please), we cannot have ‘outside’ gloves used at the hives, to protect both us and you from any risk of disease 
transmission in either direction.  If you do use gloves then you should either cover them with thin disposable gloves 
when at the apiary (we have plenty available, though limited size range and not the most robust construction) or use 
the Division’s gloves.

At the BBKA Spring Convention I spent quite a lot of Division money on some additional tunics and veils, and several 
pairs of gloves. Please, if you do need to use them, treat them with respect and help us to make them last.  If you need 
advice about what to purchase for yourself then do speak to me as we have experience of various suppliers and qualities 
and may be able to guide you towards the best choice, and particularly to those that will stand being washed regularly, a 
good hygiene practice.

Tom



EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

The following supplies will be for sale at apiary meetings (subject to stock). 

As meetings can be hectic please email orders in advance to Tom on stone.house@btinternet.com so 
that they can be ready for you. 

If you leave it until the day you must be prepared to wait until there is a convenient time to collate your 
goods, which may not be until the end of the meeting, or not until the next meeting!

All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise and are correct at March 2012 for current stocks. 
We reserve the right to vary prices if there are changes from suppliers..

Frames  (unassembled)

DN1  BS Brood, for National and WBC brood chambers ……................…… 60p
SN1  BS Shallow, for National and WBC supers ………….................……….. 60p

Frame nails, small bag (approx 80 grams) .…………….................………..….  £1.00
  full box (500 grams) ………………………......................…..... £5.00

Foundation for the above
Un-wired  Shallow (for cut comb) …………………………............................. 40p

Wired Shallow, please specify worker cell or drone call …… ………………….. 50p

Wired Brood …………………………......................……………………………..  80p
(some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding)

Spacers
Narrow plastic ends for spacing frames ………………………..........…….. 10p (20p/pair)

Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot (for National hives) …….........…..  £2.00/pair

Varroa Treatments

Apiguard, per single sachet (two required for full treatment of a colony) …...       £2.30
         Pack of 10 sachets ...... £22.00
ApilifeVar, per single sachet (two required to treat a full colony) ……......…..    to be confirmed
Note:- ApilifeVar is not suitable for use in polystyrene hives

Sundries

Syringes, plastic, 50-60ml capacity for application of oxalic acid etc. ……...... £1.25 
Hive tool, steel, yellow, British made, good sharp end …………………......…   £8.50
Hive strap, orange webbing, 3 metres ………………………………...........…. £4.00
‘Basic Beekeeping’ booklet by Roger Patterson, 2010 edition ...……................ £5.00

Payment can be made in cash (easiest for us), or by cheque.

Please make cheques payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division.



BEE HEALTH & DISEASE 
RECOGNITION 14 JUNE 2012

These sessions have been devised as hands on events to help beekeepers recognise bee diseases, and the exotic pests that 
are now notifiable. There will be samples to show you (subject to availability). It is most important that all beekeepers 
are aware of disease and can recognise both EFB and AFB. This is particularly relevant at the present time, as last year 
several instances of EFB were identified in our immediate area. Around 80% of cases are spotted by the Bee Inspectors. 
If foul brood is spotted by the beekeeper it is usually in a very advanced state that could have spread infection to 
surrounding colonies.

Our Regional Bee Inspector, Alan Byham, will provide a morning lecture which is suitable for anybody who has not 
attended a previous bee health session, but it is suitable for all – whatever your ability level.
The afternoon session will extend to other disease related subjects, but is only open to you if you have attended a 
previous bee health session.

You should not book on to this if you have not been on a previous session.

Please note that prior booking of a place is essential and if attending, it is important that you read the attachment, 

 “Bio-Security Precautions for the Bee Health Day”. 

To book your place, please contact me, John Glover, preferably by Email glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or phone 
01403 751899. Please indicate “am” or “pm”

The morning session will commence at 9.30 and the afternoon at 1.30, both at The Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood..

Please book before 30th April as after then, available spaces will be offered to our fellow Divisions at Chichester and 
|Worthing.

John


